IMPACT
REPORT
2020 year in review

WWW.M C UO FT.CO M

OUR

MISSION
The Muslim Chaplaincy at the University of
Toronto engages Muslim youth by providing an
inclusive space for them to foster a meaningful
Muslim identity, enriched and supported by
quality educational and counselling services.
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LETTER FROM OUR

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

In the name of God, most Gracious, most Merciful.
Muslim Chaplaincy of Toronto is committed to establishing a model precedent for
Muslim campus ministry that is firmly rooted in the way of love and mercy and
inspired by our beloved Prophet Muhammad, may God’s peace and blessings be
upon him. We at Muslim Chaplaincy of Toronto seek to provide spiritual guidance,
resources and support for Muslim post-secondary students through quality
religious, counselling and mentorship services. In our efforts, we strive to make
students feel welcomed and loved, and to help develop a sense of confidence and
sustainability in their faith.
On behalf of the team at Muslim Chaplaincy of Toronto, I wish to sincerely thank
our many friends and donors for their continued support. May The One bless you
and continue helping us to be mindful of God, together.
Faithfully,
Yasin Dwyer
Executive Director and Lead Chaplain
The Muslim Chaplaincy of Toronto
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WHO
WE ARE

Yasin Dwyer
Lead Chaplain &
Executive Director

Halima Dasuki
Managing Director
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Omar Patel
Chaplain

Olfat Sakr
Intern Chaplain

Zarfishan Qureshi
MFC Intern

LETTER FROM OUR

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Salam Alaykum,
On behalf of the Muslim Chaplaincy’s Board, we would like to thank you for your
financial and moral support since our inception in 2012! As the Muslim Chaplaincy
approaches its first decade (inshAllah) of providing integral services to the student
community, we continue to strive to improve our offerings.
We live in unprecedented times, especially as we try to navigate the murky waters of
a pandemic. The lack of physical and emotional connection has created an increase in
stressors at every possible level of our lives. Now, more than ever, there is a need for
greater spiritual and emotional upliftment. This is the purpose the Muslim Chaplaincy
aims to fulfill – to provide support at times when we are most vulnerable. To fulfill
this community need, we continue to rely on your generous contributions.
Since the new Board took over in November 2020, we have implemented new
governance procedures to ensure accountability and have made it a priority to regain
our charity status. We have worked over the past 2 years to be in good standing with
the CRA and other government oversight bodies. Our application is currently being
reviewed by the CRA, and we expect our charity status to be reinstated by July 2021
inshAllah.
Unfortunately we can’t issue tax receipts for 2020 donations. However, we hope to
be able to issue them for 2021 inshAllah. We just ask for your continued support and
patience.
95% of our expenses go towards supporting the salary of our employees and Chaplains
who provide FREE counselling services for students that are struggling with very
serious issues like depression, loneliness, and suicidal ideation that are worsened by
the pandemic. We need to invest in our students’ mental health and step up as an
ummah to keep organizations like MC afloat.
This Ramadan, please consider including the Chaplaincy in the organizations that you’ll
be donating to. For those considering making a larger donation for which they’d like to
receive a tax receipt please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us at info@mcuoft.com.
We’d be happy to show you how your donation will be used to provide critical mental
and spiritual support for our Muslim Youth.
Jazakum Allah Khair,
Board of Directors
Muslim Chaplaincy of Toronto
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Board of Directors

Dalia Hashim
Board

Sarmad Gilani
Board

Afrin Khan
Treasurer
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WHAT WE’VE

DONE
Virtual Jummah
Khutbahs for MSAs

Expanded our services to
all Ontario universities and
added virtual counselling
services
Re-organized the
Board and renewed
long-term vision

2 weekly virtual classes
Good Life and Soul Care

Hired a Managing
Director

Received $100,000 onetime grant from UTSU
to help MC become
financially sustainable

Established Liaisons
at most Ontario MSAs
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Over 350 personal
counselling sessions

Hired a part-time Chaplain
who is a Registered
Psychotherapist

Added an intern Chaplain
from Emmanuel College,
our first female Chaplain

COUNSELLING
One of the most important objectives of the Muslim Chaplaincy is
to provide faith-based counselling and positive mentorship. Within
the last year, our three Chaplains have held over 350 confidential
counselling sessions, ranging from questions of faith to ways of
dealing with school stress. This is a critical service for students
looking for a safe space to ask questions, seek spiritual guidance,
and connect with an experienced counsellor.

350+ counselling sessions provided in 2020 FREE
of charge with no waiting.
Common themes discussed: low self-esteem,
relationships and religious and self-doubt.
2020 FALL COUNSELLING NUMBERS
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We have now expanded our
counselling services to all
Ontario universities, students
can book virtual sessions
through our website!
https://mcuoft.com/counselling/
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Student Testimonials

“

The Muslim Chaplaincy helped me get through 4 difficult years on
campus. I do not know where I would be without having the MC classes
and community.

“

Benefiting from classes, programs, khutbahs and podcasts has been
a breath of fresh air.
Ustadh Omar was there for me when it was hard for me to be there for
myself. I am grateful for having access to a Muslim chaplain on campus.

“

The frank and candid discussions that we had and that we were all able to
become comfortable with each other pretty quickly. There is something
incredibly special and vulnerable about being able to share a space with
other women and learning to care for ourselves because in the process you
begin to care for them too.
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OUR

EVENTS
THE GOOD LIFE (WEEKLY HALAQAH)

Our souls, like our bodies, need nourishment in
order to survive. Good Life, a weekly discussion
circle lead by Imam Yasin Dwyer, seeks to create a
safe space where students can connect and reflect
communally on spiritual well-being and the lived
experience of Islam. Over the past year, we have
built a stable audience that attend these virtual
halaqas with representation from Toronto to as
far as Winnipeg. Tune in every Thursday evening
on our Facebook page to hear Imam Yasin share
quality advice on how we can achieve a good life!
SOUL CARE (WEEKLY SISTERS CIRCLE)

In this 5-week interactive series led by our very
own Chaplain Sr. Olfat Sakr, students explored
what self-care is and how we can practically apply
self-care practices in our daily lives. Every week,
participants set goals for themselves ranging from
cutting down on snacks to improving their sleep
habits and checked in weekly on their progress in
this sisters circle.
BEFORE MALCOLM X: THE HISTORY OF
ISLAM IN THE AMERICAS

In February 2020, the Muslim Chaplaincy
collaborated with several UofT clubs to host a
discussion about Black Muslim history featuring
Mustafa Briggs and hosted by Imam Yasin. The
event was in high demand and was sold out
shortly after it went live! For most people, the
history of Islam in America starts with Malcolm
X and The Civil Rights Movement, but how
many of us know about the Muslim travellers and
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explorers who came before Columbus? Or the
enslaved West African princes and scholars who
left behind diaries and treatises in perfect Arabic?
Or the Muslim warriors who fought for freedom
in South America and The Caribbean before the
abolition of slavery? Following on from the world
renowned international lecture series “Beyond
Bilal: Black History in Islam”, Mustafa Briggs
explored all of this and more in his new lecture
series “Before Malcolm X: The History of Islam in
the Americas”.

LONG JOURNEYS

Oftentimes when speaking about the history of
Canada, Muslims aren’t involved in the discussion.
Well, that’s because they don’t really have a history
here right? Wrong.
This special virtual event hosted by Imam Yasin
featured Br. Hassam Munir who discussed and
shared his insights about Islamic history in Canada
dating back to the 1800s. Hassam Munir is a
Research Fellow at the Yaqeen Institute and is
pursuing an MA in Mediterranean and Middle
Eastern History from the University of Toronto.
GOOD LIFE SPECIAL SESSION: WHO WAS
KWAME TURE?

In 1994, executive director of Muslim Chaplaincy
of Toronto Imam Yasin Dwyer met civil rights
activist Kwame Ture, commonly known as Stokely
Carmichael. Born in Trinidad and Tobago in 1941,
Kwame Ture became one the most important
figures in the Black American struggle for freedom,
justice and equality. During this timely halaqa held
last June and attended by over 50 people, Imam
Yasin discussed the legacy of Kwame Ture and
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what we could learn from his story of struggle and
activism.
RAMADAN FUNDRAISER

Last year, we launched a virtual Ramadan
fundraiser focused on theme of Spiritual Healing.
We held various online events from Daily spiritual
reminders, The Good Life, Jummah Khutbahs to
Cooking Iftar with Imam Yasin as shown below.
Alhamdulillah, through the help of our many
volunteers and the Muslim community, we were
able to raise around $13,000 and were able to use
those funds to bring on a much needed Managing
Director and part-time Chaplain to our team.

FINANCES
REVENUE

2020

2019

Donations

$ 28,898

$ 69,655

Events

$ 14,414

$ 26,210

$ 43,312

$ 95,865

$ 500

-

-

$ 1,377

Interest and bank charges

$ 187

60

Meals and entertainment

$ 92

-

Office expenses

$ 1,142

$ 1,983

Professional fees

$ 4,425

$ 2,181

Rental (note 6)

$ 1,400

$ 5,900

Salaries and wages

$ 97,651

$ 115,336

Training

-

$ 1,200

Travel expense

-

$ 752

$ 105,397

$ 128,789

$ (62,085)

$ (32,924)

EXPENSES
Advertising and promotion
Insurance (note 5)

Deficiency of revenue over expense

Note: The summary above is for our fiscal period from August 1, 2019 to July 31st, 2020.
If you would like to view our Engagement Review Financial Report for our FY20, feel free
to email us through any of our contact information provided at the end.

14

REVENUE
4%

Regular Donations
32%
64%

Ramadan Fundraiser
Government Subsidy

EXPENDITURE
3%

4%

Salary
Professional Services
93%

General Expenses

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!
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WE CANNOT DO IT

WITHOUT YOU
It’s been over a year since the COVID-19 pandemic started and the Muslim Chaplaincy has seen a significant rise in demand for our mental health counselling services.
We hired additional Chaplains and staff to handle the increased demand while also
expanding our services across all Ontario universities.
Since it’s foundation, the MC has always kept our counselling sessions FREE for
students to make it easily accessible for them. This means that we rely primarily on
support from donors to continue providing our services. While demand for our services are growing, we have seen a huge drop in donations for the past year putting the
financially sustainability of our organization at great risk. We ask that you find it in
your heart to contribute whatever amounts you can and share word about our services with others, may Allah reward you immensely.

16

HOW YOUR DONATIONS

HELP US
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The Muslim Chaplaincy of Toronto
75 Queen’s Park Crescent E, Room 016
University of Toronto, Ontario, Canada

mcuoft

mcuoft

mcuoft

mcuoft

WWW. MCUO FT.C O M /DO NAT IO N

info@mcuoft.com

